JANUARY/FEBRUARY 2010

JUST-RIGHT

KITCHENS
T+BATHS

AY UNT!I

IL
3

7

MAR.

2,
8 H

2010
05>

$4.99 - DISPL
0‘74470 H

222



An indoor pool is .-~
designedtobe
totally integrated
into the daily life

of a family home on
New Hampshire’s
Lake Sunapee
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THE GLISTENING 12 FOOT by 4 foot pool is soaked in sunshine
year-round thanks to a partially retractable glass roof. “The
house adjusts to the seasons,” says architect Jeremiah Eck. At
the far end of the room, a sunken seating area and freplace
provide a comfortable nook for reading and conversation.

ARCHITECTURE



T’S ALWAYS SUNNY IN THE POOL ROOM” IS NOT A PHRASE
that is likely to pass the lips of a New E nglander.
ll Especially in New Hampshire. Especially in February.

Yet it's the song sung by numerous children and grand-

children as they race through the Lake Sunapee home

of Dean LeBaron and Donna Carpenter, leaving a trail

of snow boots and fleece pullovers as they head from
the front door directly to the glistening long, narrow indoor pool. Which
is exactly how LeBaron and Carpenter like it.

After LeBaron, a retired businessman and philanthropist, and
Carpenter, a writer, visited Carpenter’s brother in Sarasota, Florida, where
................................. pools inside homes are common, they thought, “Why
ARCHITECTURE BY  not bring a bit of the Sunshine State up North?” In the
ECK/MACNEELY
ARCHITECTS process, the couple, who also own properties in Boston
-------------------------------- and Switzerland, transformed their seasonal vacation
house into a year-round home.

With a vision of exactly what they wanted — a pool that was com-
pletely integrated into the existing house yet felt as if it was open to the
outdoors — LeBaron and Carpenter turned to architect Jeremiah Eck of
Eck/MacNeely Architects of Boston, who had designed the lakeside house
and with whom they had a client relationship of almost 20 years.

But a vision is one thing; executing it is quite another. The design
challenges were numerous, ranging from how to keep the entire house from
feeling moist and smelling like a swimming pool to how to compensate
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THE POOL WING, which was added about 15 years after the original house

was built, was sited (ABovE AND INSET) to take advantage of views of Lake
Sunapee. Dean LeBaron and Donna Carpenter love to entertain, so a second
kitchen (FACING PAGE) was added on the same level as the pool, allowing the
cook to be part of the action. Tile flooring from a German quarry surrounds
the pool and is carried into the kitchen and throughout the first floor to
provide a sense of continuity.






lit augue feu faccum doloreriure do del do odo core exerit
luptatum niam, consequ ipsustrud et lortisl in ver am dunt
wisit lutpatue dolore magna con esse feugiam, corer ad et
etum eriliquat. Igna feugait lorerit wis autpat. Min ut iure
molore consendre modionsequip euissim dolortis eu faci
tatinciduis dolenisl doloborem alit aute dolorper am vele-
nis ea facil utpate modolore dit nim non henit delesecte do conse molor
ipsuscidunt nullamet augait, consecte ea faccum veliquat praessi.

La feum et nos nim init il iriliquis doloreet ad enis num ipis autat, sus-
ciduip esecte del enibh et, quisi eu facilis ad esenit nullaore volore feugue
del utpat vent ipsusci bla facip exer se conse conum irilla aliquat, volor irit
vulla conulluptat.

An vero eugue facilit, suscili quamcon sequatio core consequat. Ex
el inis nisisi bla feuguer iliquam dolorpero dunt aliquat isissed euip eu-
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gueros et in elessent ut lutpat alit, sum alit ad dolore vel irit, consed mo-
dip ex exeriusto cor seniamc onulputat nostrud exerosto enim dolore min
ulputpa tionsed min eugiamc onsectet luptat dunt nit enis diamet dunt ut
wis autpat lummy nis nos esectem nullum etuer adipit wis enisl iliquam

qui tisl utpat.

Sim irilisi. Ullam veliquis atum velesectem volor si.

To consequam, sum am nulputpat ex eugiam velessi.

Xer sit lore tet prat veliquis nosto enim duis niat. Ut la coreet, quam
dolor in ut aut non eugait exer sequat utat, sustinis exerostrud doloborerat,
con hent aliscil laorercipit ullum venim dip eugueraese dit am, commol-
oreet am accumsan henibh eugiate dignibh et, conullan eugait, veniamet
nostrud tat nostisci bla alisci etum vel exer sum nonsequam ing eu faccum
verillam vel doloborem dunt utpat.

Lenibh et velesto eu feugueriurer iusci tin hendignibh elis nulla feu



for changes in air pressure so that the fireplace at the end of the pool No DETAIL waAs overlooked when it came to designing the pool. A mosaic
would ignite. topography map of Lake Sunapee on the pool flor (ABOVE LEFT) is
“I think everything’s possible structurally in architecture,” says Eck. surrounded by tiles the exact color of the lake as reflected through the
P . . o home’s windows(FACING PAGE). An infinity edge(ABoVE RIGHT) at the pool’s
It's just a question of learning how to do it." For a year and half, the team,

A . . . . far end provides a calming transition to the fireplace seating area just a few
which included Eck and his associate, architect Steve Mielke, contrac- feet away. An in-floor fountain(INSE™ next to the heavy granite diving rock

tors, pool specialists, electricians, and specialty woodworkers, persevered. counteracts the rock’s weight with its playful movement.

Slowly but surely, solutions emerged. LeBaron found an odorless ionic

water cleaning system that negated the need for conventional chlorine

purification. “That made all the difference in the world to the project,” The result is a pool that surprises visitors with its mere presence

says Eck. because, until you actually see it, there’s no hint that it exists. There is no

One large dehumidifier lies under the pool, with a smaller dehumid- odor or excess humidity in the main part of the house, which thanks to sep-

ifier sited under the nearby living room to catch residual moisture. Glass arate temperature controls, is kept at a comfortable 70 degrees while the

installed around the fireplace counteracts changes in air pressure. Specialty pool room isa constant 78 degrees. The temperature of the pool wateris a

furniture makers moved onto the property for six weeks to assemble therelaxing 86 degrees.Sliding doors can close the pool off from the rest of the

wooden structural frame that was measured and stained off-site. (“One of house, but the pool is so unobtrusive that they've never been used.

the men said it was the largest piece of furniture he had ever built,” recalls With the mechanics handled, attention turned to the design features.

Carpenter.) “None of us wanted the ‘ye old barn’ look,” says Eck. Instead, the team
used as much glass as possible along with lots of cherry and fir, two woods
that are prominent in the rest of the house.

LeBaron and Carpenter love to entertain, so a second kitchen was
added on the same level as the pool, allowing the cook to be part of the
action. The tile flooring from a German quarry that surrounds the pool
is repeated in the kitchen and throughout the first floor of the house for
a sense of continuity. The tiles at the base of the pool mirror the color of
Lake Sunapee and are crafted into a topography map of the area, com-
plete with a red-tile house to mark the home's location. Despite concerns

that it would topple from its own weight, a large granite div-
FOR MORE ing rock has held its perch regally, while the smooth infinity
DETAILS, edge, the burbling fountain (a favorite among the younger
S ources  Crowd), and the flat-screen television that drops from the

ceiling with accompanying underwater speakers to transmit

sound complete the look and confirm the pool’s status as the
most popular place in the house.

Come evening, the setting sun reflects on the pool’s surface. “It's like
swimming in a sunset,” says Carpenter. “Absolutely gorgeous.ia
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