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Encounter With JEREMIAH ECK

‘T'he Ugly "Iruth

Most of today’s single-
family houses are unattrac-
tive and inauthentic, says
this author-architect, who
lives in Newton.

On the spectrum from public housing
to trophy mansions, where do vour
interests as an architect le?

I am interssted in any house if it has a

sense of quality,

In the introduetion to your new boolk,
The Disdnctive Home: A Vision of
Timeless Design, you write, It was
time for me to stop talking and finally
do something about the sad state of
single-family houses in this country.”
Tell me about thar,

There weve [.§ million single-family
houses built fast year, Most don’t belong
ror the site and dan’t Fuinction well nside 10
terms of the way people really live. They
are ugly on the exterier. They have no
derails that mean anything of qualiny.

People reading this will feel self-con-
scious abour lving in udly houses,

1 want people to think about it so if they
move to their pext house they don’t get
sucked in by terms that are meaningless,
but acrually lock at how the house is sited,
how the house is built, does it have quality
details, The most typical detnils are win-
dowws, fireplaces, stairs, floorboards, and
built-ins like bookshelves, cazhinets, niches,
and benches. They should be highly craft-
ed with quality materials,

What's so great abour “distinctive™?
Wouldn't blending beauty and function
bie a better goal?

“Authentcity” iy another word o use for
distincuveness. Houses that have authen-
ticity are houses that belong where they
art. A house that works functiconally for the
way people really live has a certain authen-
iy,

Your book is divided into sections on
siting the house, the floor plan, the
public face, and details. What makes a
great early-21st-century loor plan?
Generally, people live more informally
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than they used to, Generally, people don't
need a formal living room, although some-
times they want a formal dining area,
Generally, the kitchen is the center of the
house, CGenerally, some rmooms have double
use, like bedrooms for offices. A floce plan
should reflect inono uncertain terms how
you actually live. That sgunds kind of
smipid, but you'd be surprised how many
are based on market-driven ideas that are
uspally hehind the curve,

One reviewer states: “If vou are the

sort of person who dreams of building
your perfect house someday, this book
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will give you conmiption fits, and leave
yvou absent-mindedly drawing lircle
floor plans on napkins in restaurants,”
o vou take that as & compliment?

[ take anything that is waguely complimen-
tary as d compliment, but [ get a little
miffed ar people whe are cynical about the
issue, We need 1o care about cur houses
passionately again, We seem to have left
the world of house to other people: We've
left it 1o the contractors, to the brokers, #
the bankers, to the marketers. 1t's become
a commodity. And [ think our houses need
to be less commodities and more homes.

— Eric Goldschesder



